COMET AND NOVA SECTION
1961-1970

The Comet and lova Seetion was formed by Nationzl Council in 1961,
and the undersigned was appointed Mational Uoordinator. The first Bullstin
wa3 mailled to all Centres in November of tuat year. Up to the =nd of
1962, three Bulletine and four Announcements were sent to all ventres and
selected individuals who indicated some interest. ODuring that period,
replies were received from twelve of the sixtesn Uentres: ialifax,
Hamilton, singston, london, Montreal, Nisgers Falls, Ottawa, wucboe,
Vancouver, Victoria, indsor, and "innipeg,

Several Centres indicated interest in taking part in this program,
wiile others indisated that while no work wus being done along this line,
the information would be passed oan to other merbers, luring the firet
few years, members of about aix Centres reported observations or searched
of some £ind, In eddition, several urattached members reported vork,
kontrezl was the most active Ceutre with & nimber of observers reporting
regularly. One member in Niegera Falls made reogulsr reports betreen 1962
and 1969, GSeveral other Centres reported at irrsgular intervals, or
regularly for only short periods., A number of observers started searching,
but became inactive after a few months,

Ubservations vere often made of Comets, end sometimee novae, waich
were never reported to the Natiocmal Coordinator, even in a swrimary forme
Several times, the liational Coordinator would attend a Genersl issembly
and see some Centres and-or observers had prepared a Comet or Nova disnlay,
but nothing had bsen reported to this section.

Bulletins and ..nnouncements were issued fairly rezulaerly between
1561 and 1968, Ten Bulletins and Fifteen -mnouncemonts vere issued.
activity decreased somewhat after 1965.

at the General .sseaubly in 1969, several Coordinators felt that
the preseat pregramme was not sstisfactory. At tails time, the Standing
Committee on Observationasl Astivities (Z3C0OA) was apparently disbanded,
but the National Coordinators were asked to continue until a re-organ-
ized committee could be formed. The new Comuittee on Coeordinmstion of
Centre nctivities (COCOC.L}was set up by National Council later, It
appears that some of the Cocordinators of SCOA were unsure of their status
at this point. ere they to countinue as Naticnal Coordinstors undsr toe
new COUOCA, or was COCOCA to appoint Coordinators, since tals vas a new
committee? Since the 1969 General assembly, the Comet and liova Section
received Gwo letters, and replies were senty giving inforuastion on this
sectione

A paper oun the Comet and Hova Section waa published in the Journal
io 1963, Only one letter arrived as a result of this paper, indicating
that just because the information gets to all members does not mean the
problem «ill be solved.



vonments, 'roblemsg, and ecomueudztions.

Generslly, each Bulletin and Auncuncement ves sent to the rresident
and Jecretury of each ventre, and to others who reguested it or who
appesred tc be in a position to zet the information to members. lHowever,
it sppears that information wus often filel avay. The situation may
improve by pudblishing future Bulletins in the Nationsl Newslettser. iven
though it will reach sll members thnis -ay, this slone msy not be encugh
to incresse uctivity 83 shown by the case of rublicstion in the Journal
as stated on the first page.

Kany smateurs probably maxe observations for their own personal
satisfaction and wish to keep copies for their own records. laking
copies for someone else can be time consuming end with photosraphy,
expensive, Ferhaps COCOCA should not try and collect detailed reports,
but only reguest members to send in s suunary every month or 2o,
Copies of selected observetions 6ould be reguested. The sunmery of
#ork, and methods used could be published in the hationsl Newsletter
to keep Centres sud meimkers informed ss to what each other is doing.

‘hile some observations made by amateurs mey be of value to the
professional, suel as variable stara and occultation observations, many
amateurs probably observe only for their own personal satisfsection,
without considsring the ci&tific value, Consideration should be given

f encouraging observing for "fun” even though it mey not bhavs much
sciontific value, any fom of observing has scme value apywray, because
it trains sn observer.

COCOCA should not compete with well orz@ni:zed scientifiec prograums
of other soeleties such as the ALVSO,

vonsideration should be given tc re-organizing some of the
Ubservational Sections to eliminate overlspping of 8imilar fields.
It is suggested that Novae be taken over by th: Variable 3tar Sectionm,
and Comets come under rFlanetary, eglong with asteroids and planstary
satellites, The Comet amd liove Section should cease to exist,

4 survay should be taken of Ceutres and /or members to determine
what activity actuslly exists before setting up Observationzl Sections.
Remember, too, that replies may indicate more activity than there actuslly
is. No one wants to say he's not interested in tsking pert in s programne,
but wheu it comes down to observing and veporting, it may be a different
stowry. Ferhaps a section called "Arm-Chair Astronomers” should be formed.
Tuia oould vell be the most active section!

7 June, 1§70 Jim low



